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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. Claims 15-16, 18-22, 26-28 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest cited prior art US 6,512,562, fails to teach or suggest, a polarizing plate 
comprising a first protective film, a polarizing film and a second protective film, wherein at least 
one of the first protective film and the second protective film is a cellulose ester film comprising 
a cellulose ester, fine particles having an average particle diameter of 0.01 to 1.0 um and a 
polymer prepared by polymerizmg at least one ethylenically unsaturated monomer selected from 
the group consisting of vinyl esters and acryhc esters, the polymer having a weight average 
molecular weight of not more than 5,000, wherein the rate of mass change of the cellulose ester 
film is not more than 2 %, the rate of mass change being represented by the following formula: 
Rate of mass change <%) = (| y - x| / y) X 100 wherein y is the we lg ht of the cellulose ester film 
measured at 23 ± 3°C and at 55 ± 3 % rh, md z is me wdght of ^ ^ ^ 

measured at 23 ± 3°C and at 55 ± 3 % RH after the film has been stored at 80 ± 3°C and at 90 ± 
3 % RH for 48 hours, and then stored at 23 ± 3°C and at 55 ± 3 % RH for 24 hours; and wherein 
the moisture vapor transmittance of the cellulose ester film with a thickness of 40 um is not more 
than 250 g/m 2 .24 h at 80 ± 5°C and at 90 ± 5 % RH. 

'562 fails to teach that the rate of mass change of the cellulose ester film is not more than 
2 %, the rate of mass change being represented by the following formula: Rate of mass change 
(%) = (I y - x| / y) X 100 wherein y is the weight of the cellulose ester film measured at 23 ± 
3°C and at 55 ± 3 % RH, and z is the weight of the cellulose ester film measured at 23 ± 3°C 
and at 55 ± 3 % RH after the film has been stored at 80 ± 3°C and at 90 ± 3 % RH for 48 hours, 
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and then stored at 23 ± 3°C and at 55 ± 3 % RH for 24 hours; and wherein the moisture vapor 
transmittance of the cellulose ester film with a thickness of 40 urn is not more than 250 g/m 2 .24 
h at 80 ± 5°C and at 90 ± 5 % RH. Applicant has demonstrated in Table 1 of Applicant's 
specification that the claimed rate of mass change and claimed moisture vapor transmittance are 
not inherent in a cellulose ester film of '562, of 40 urn thickness (See Applicant's arguments in 
the remarks section dated 07/28/04). 

There is no motivation to combine '562 with US 4,023,977. Furthermore, '977 fails to 
teach the claimed rate of mass change and moisture vapor transmittance of the cellulose film. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sow-Fun Hon whose 
telephone number is (571)272-1492. The examiner can normally be reached Monday to Friday 
from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon, can be reached at (571)272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703)872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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